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AMERICA’S LONGEST CONTINUOUSLY RUNNING POLO CLUB  IN THIS ISSUE 

 

 
 
On Sunday, April 12th, the San Antonio 
Polo Club will be hosting another city wide 
event, once again turning Olmos Basin Park 
into a polo field.  Join us for our first major 
event of 2015, the Fiesta Cup! 

We can now reveal that King Antonio and 
The Cavaliers “mounted unit” will be 
honoring our match with their attendance.  
This is a special treat as the mounted unit 
can normally only be seen in parades like 
the Battle of the Flowers.  These men 
created this club at the turn of the century 
with the mission that they preserve horses, 
horsemanship, and the rich history of 
equine activities in the city of San Antonio.  
We are thrilled to have them! 

There will be both VIP and general 
admission tickets.  VIP’s will enjoy a 
fabulous tented sideline lunch on prime 
polo “real estate”.  We invite you to get up 
close and personal with a polo pony by 
sitting center field while sipping beer, wine, 
and champagne! VIP tables of 8 can be 
purchased for $1,000 and individual VIP 
tickets for $150.   

General admission tickets will get you into 
the game with the ability to purchase 
delicious food & drinks, including beer or  

 

wine.  General admission tickets can be 
purchased in advance for $10 for adults and 
$5 for kids ages 3-12 (kids under 3 are 
free).  GA tickets can be bought at the door 
for $20 for adults.  

Ladies, remember to wear your big hats so 
that you can participate in our pretty hat 
contest! The winner will receive a prize.  
There will also be a live auction to support 
our efforts to teach horseback riding & polo 
to the Roy Maas children and other 
underprivileged youth in the area. 
 
Tickets will be on sale from March 1st to 
April 10th on the SAPC website 
www.sanantoniopoloclub.org.  

 

 

  

2014 SAPC Christmas Party Recap 
Check out pictures & awards given at our 
Annual Christmas Party of 2014.  
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The Annual Meeting – Election Results 
Find out who is now a Board of Director 
and Club officer for 2015.  

Page 5 

Join us for the Fiesta Cup! 



SAN ANTONIO POLO CLUB NEWSLETTER | Issue 5 2

 
1 

The San Antonio Polo Club members 
and supporters gathered together on 
December 15th at the Argyle club to 
celebrate another year of successful polo 
in the Alamo City.  After a delicious 
steak dinner, President Ursula Pari 
recognized some truly amazing people 
for their philanthropy and club efforts 
this year.  

The club would like to recognize some 
of the many people who have 
contributed to our success in 2014 and 
attended our party including Daniel 
Escobedo and family for giving a very 
generous donation to our children’s 
program, Assad Bokhari who 
traveled from Pakistan to be at the 
event and will be sponsoring the SAPC 
trip to Lahore, Susan Moulton of the 
Will Smith Foundation who generously 
gave boots to our children’s program, 
Paul Jornayvas the USPA Southwest 
Circuit Governor & San Antonio native, 

B.J. Duncan the Woman’s Club of San 
Antonio’s president elect, David 
Dunham of SA Monthly Magazine, 
Seth Bray of the County Line Polo 
Club, and Richard Bennett, the 
former San Antonio Polo Club 
president from the 1980’s-90’s.   

Various awards were given out to club 
players.  For their stellar achievements 
in 2014, Shehyrar Bokhari was 
awarded Most Valuable Player, Holly 
Lane was awarded Most Improved 
Player, Reagan Gregory was named 
the Rising Star, and the Best Polo Pony 
(by popular vote) was awarded to 
India.  Congratulations to everyone for 
their amazing work out on the field! 

For their outstanding service off the 
field, Kahlyne Fletcher & Rachel 
Halliday were recognized for their 
organization and efforts as co-
secretaries, Susana Baird for her 

commitment and efforts as Treasurer, 
Carl Young for his dedication to the 
club & hard work on our polo fields, 
Gordon McDougal for his relentless 
care of the club horses, and finally Lisa 
Snow, Heather Hunter, and David 
Lent for their contributions to the 
Mother’s Day Polo in the Park event.  
Our 2014 president, Ursula Pari, was 
also commended for her steadfast 
leadership and huge success in bringing 
polo back to San Antonio.   

It was a fun evening full of laughter and 
well wishes for our beloved club.  The 
night ended with our annual photo of 
club members taken on the steps of the 
Argyle.  Thank you to everyone who 
attended, volunteered their time, and 
provided financial support to sport of 
polo along with the San Antonio Polo 
Club in 2014!  

    

   

San Antonio Polo Club Christmas Party of 2014 
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“The Lady in Red” 

 

 
 
 
 
A delegation from the San Antonio Polo 
Club will be traveling to Pakistan for a 
once in a life time opportunity at the 
Lahore Polo Club.  Susana Baird, 
Shehyrar Bokhari, Jorge Kurczyn, 
Don Morley, Ursula Pari, and Gal 
Shweiki will be traveling to Lahore on 
March 13th to watch the Pakistan Polo 
Open and participate in a tournament 
after the Open has finished.  
 
The team will return to the United States 
on March 22nd.  Everyone will look 
forward to their pictures and stories of 
playing polo in its birthplace. Safe travels 
to our club members on their long 
journey abroad! 

The delegation will be graciously hosted 
by Shehyrar’s father, Mr. Assad 
Bokhari, while visiting Lahore.   

 
Volunteer event committees have 
already begun working very hard on 
the upcoming Fiesta Cup event.  It 
takes a lot of work to plan, setup, and 
execute these large city events and we 
need all the man & woman power we 
can get.   
 
Committee meetings are held once a 
week, usually on Tuesday evenings, 
where details of our event are 
discussed and decided. We are looking 
for dedicated, positive individuals to 
lend us some of their time & expertise 
for this event.   

The SAPC volunteers work side by 
side with the club officers and 
directors towards the same end goal… 
a successful and exciting polo in the 
park event! 

Life can get busy so we understand if 
all volunteers cannot commit to 
weekly meetings. Alternatively, we 
will need volunteers for the setup and 
execution of the event on April 11th 
and 12th. Help us to continue to put 
on wonderful polo events for our city! 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
If you haven’t seen the SA Monthly 
Magazine’s online issue featuring our 
very own Ursula Pari on the cover, then 
you are missing out! In December’s issue, 
Ursula is interviewed about her life and 
career.  She also shares her passion for the 
San Antonio Polo Club.  Here is a snippet 
from the interview with Dan Cooper.   
 
“When I moved to San Antonio I learned 
the incredible history that polo has in this 
city.  This is the city where polo was 
introduced in the United States.  It was 
brought here by the military.  But there 
were fewer and fewer places that 
entertained polo games and finally it got 
to the point where there were none.  So 
the last few years it has been my passion 
to help San Antonio re-embrace the 
incredible part of our heritage in the 
sports world”.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The photo shoot accompanying the 
interview article also features our very 
own Shehyrar Bokhari. Thank you to 
Ursula for always giving the San Antonio 
Polo Club great publicity and for all of 
your club efforts over the years.  We can 
now say the Fiesta Cup is back!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pakistan Polo 
Experience 

Volunteers Wanted! 

We welcome everyone to join 
us!   If you have an interest in 
helping the SAPC with this 
event, please send an email to 
SAPoloInfo@gmail.com.  
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2015 SAPC Membership  

 

We would like to take a moment to 
thank all of our new members for joining 
the San Antonio Polo Club!  You are now 
a part of America’s longest running 
polo club and a supporter of the “game of 
kings”. We have a lot of exciting events 
and volunteer efforts that are available for 
you to participate in.   

As the SAPC is a non-profit club, 
we want to give back to the city of 
San Antonio by promoting the sport of 
polo, providing disadvantaged local 
children with the opportunity to ride 
horses & learn polo AND have a whole lot 
of fun doing it!  

 

Members can take advantage of the club 
property, which includes an in ground 
pool, stocked lake for catch & release 
fishing, riding trails, arena, and polo 
fields! You will also receive exclusive 
invitations to SAPC events and advanced 
notice of social functions & matches. 
Members also receive discounted rates for 
lessons, board, rentals, and lots more! 

Be sure to join and “LIKE” the 
San Antonio Polo Club on Facebook for 
up to date information on our many 
weekly activities. You can also share 
your pictures with the club on Facebook 
and they may even be featured in our 
monthly newsletter.  

 

If you would like to become a 2015 
member, please visit the San Antonio 
Polo Club website for membership and 
liability waiver forms at 
www.sanantoniopoloclub.org under 
the “Membership” section.  

Have you joined the United States 
Polo Association yet? If not, you 
should consider doing so. All playing 
members must join as a pre-requisite for 
any match play. Social members 
are encouraged to join as well. Please 
visit the USPA website for more 
information at www.uspolo.org.   
 

 

The San Antonio Polo Club is offering 
reasonable horse boarding for your 
pony/ponies!  If you are looking for a 
safe, shady and beautiful location to board 
your horse, we have the spot for you.  

Don’t have a horse? The SAPC can help 
with that too.  We offer full monthly 
leases of polo ponies as well as leases by 
chucker for practices and games.  

The SAPC also offers affordable riding & 
polo lessons for kids and adults.  There 
are group lessons offered on Saturday 
mornings.  Private lessons are offered 
upon request for riding and/or polo. 

For a full pricing list of member and non-
member rates, please visit our website 
www.sanantoniopoloclub.org under 
the “Membership” section. 

 

 

 

 

2015 Member Pricing 

Horse Boarding $400 per month 

Full Horse Lease $550 per month 

Horse Rental $100 per hour 
$50 per chucker 

Single Group Lesson $75 per hour 

Set of 10 Group Lessons $500 

Private Lesson $125 per hour 

Set of 10 Private Lessons $1,000 

 

 

 

Horse Boarding and Lessons 

If you would like to receive more 
information on availability for horse 
boarding, horse leases, and riding or 
polo lessons please contact Rachel 
Halliday at (210) 319-8726.  

Want to become an SAPC member yet? Contact our membership director, Rachel Halliday at (210)319-8726 or 
SAPoloInfo@gmail.com for more information or a membership form. The annual fees to join the San Antonio Polo Club are as 
follows: 

General Membership* $150.00 
Social Membership $75.00 

 
*Note that if you would like to play or ride at the SAPC you will need to be a general member.  
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On February 16th, San Antonio Polo 
Club members gathered together to 
discuss important club business and 
prepare for the upcoming year.   

Over a delicious homemade meal of 
arroz con põllo (rice with chicken) and 
flan, the 2014 Annual Financials Report 
was presented and discussed to show 
how the club did the previous year.  
This information can be found on the 
club website in the “News” section 
(www.sanantoniopoloclub.org).  

An election was held for the Board of 
Directors positions.  There were 7 spots 
to be claimed and 7 nominations were 
submitted for these spots.  The voting 
resulted with Gal Shweiki and 
Susana Baird having the highest 
number of votes and will remain as 

 

 

 

 

 

 

directors for a term of 3 years.   Ursula 
Pari and William Askins will serve 2 
year terms as Directors.  Don Morley, 
Tomas Garcia and Richard Bennett 
won 1 year terms as directors.  
Congratulations to all of our Board of 
Directors! 

The club officer appointments were also 
announced.  Our new president, Gal 
Shweiki will valiantly lead us into 
2015 with Bill Askins as Vice-
President and Rachel Halliday as 
Secretary and Treasurer.  Thank you to 
our officers for accepting the 
responsibility to lead our club and 
ensure we continue to promote polo in 
San Antonio & support disadvantaged 
youth in learning how to play! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fiesta Cup event is fast approaching 
and preliminary event committees were 
formed.  We look forward to putting on 
another successful city wide event on 
Sunday, April 12th.  Thank you for 
everyone who attended the meeting and 
continues to make this club an 
outstanding organization!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Annual Club Meeting of 2015 
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Members, friends, and family gathered 
together under a white tent on a sunny 
February 14th morning to say goodbye 
to a wonderful man, Gordon 
McDougal.  Those in attendance were 
able to hear and share their memories of 
a man who so generously gave of his 
time. Gordon’s sudden passing on 
February 2nd was devastating to all who 
knew him, especially his loving wife of 
29 years, Holly Lane McDougal.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon was born on June 14, 1958 in 
Illinois.  He attended Trinity University 
and received a Bachelor of Science in 
Homebuilding & Business Admin.  He 
was an expert craftsman, building 
custom furniture and produced 
exceptional works of art.  Gordon was a 
compassionate individual who 
championed those who could not stand 
up for themselves.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a member of the San Antonio Polo 
Club, Gordon dedicated hours of his 
time each day to feeding and caring for 
all the horses that call our club home.  
He enjoyed watching them play and 
making sure they were well taken care 
of.   Gordon called them his “babies”. 
Holly wanted to celebrate his life at the 
place where Gordon felt such peace.   

After a very heart felt memorial service, 
guests comforted each other and 
reminisced about Gordon over lunch at 
the lake house.  Gordon will forever be 
missed by all who knew him.  For those 
who are interested, donations can be 
made in his name to the San Antonio 
Polo Club, the Animal Defense 
League, and the Humane Society.  

Saying Goodbye to a dear Friend & Member 
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The San Antonio Polo Club, Texas 
Military Polo Club, and County 
Line Polo Club came together on 
Sunday, January 25th to compete in a 
Texas Arena League game.   Hosted by 
Tejas Rodeo, league and beginners 
matches continued throughout the 
beautiful Texas afternoon.  At the end 
of the day, the Texas Military Polo Club 
came away with the league win and 
County Line Polo with the beginner’s 
win.  Thanks to our many volunteers, 
spectators, players, and of course Tejas 
Rodeo for hosting this event!!  

Texas Arena League Match Play 
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The SAPC is selling some wonderful 
merchandise.  Support the club in style!  
To purchase these items, visit our 
online store found at 
www.sanantoniopoloclub.org.  
Merchandise will also be available at our 
events or over the phone by contacting 
Ursula Pari at (210)-310-9866.   

 

 

 

2015 PRICING 

Champagne Glasses  $10 each 

Baseball Hat with logo $20 each 

White T-Shirt with logo $20 each 

Koosies $5 each 

Red pique knit polo shirt with 
logo 

$45 each 

Lightweight polo jerseys (M & L) $95 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

San Antonio Polo Club Merchandise 
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All 2015 playing members will receive a 
copy of the San Antonio Polo Club’s 
Code of Conduct via United State Post 
in the next few weeks.   

We are asking all members to read and 
sign the Code and return it to the club 
President or Secretary as soon as 
possible.  The signed code of conduct 
can be mailed back to P.O. Box 1641, 
San Antonio, TX 78209 or scanned and 
emailed to SAPoloInfo@gmail.com.  

The Code was established to keep the 
San Antonio Polo Club players held to a 
high standard of etiquette and class 
while on the field.  We want to be a 
club known for good sportsmanship and 
fair play and this code is to encourage 
the adherence to these values.  

The Board and officers would like to 
thank you in advance for your 
cooperation with this endeavor!   

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that you can take your horse to a number of the Texas parks 
for a day trip or overnight trail riding?  Here is a sampling of the parks 
that are close to San Antonio and offer equestrian use for everyone’s 
enjoyment! 

1. Guadalupe River State Park: Located in Spring Branch, this state park has a 
newly opened 5.3 mile equestrian trail.  This park is for day trips only as 
equestrian camping is currently not available.  

2. Hill Country State Natural Area: Take the short drive out to Bandera and 
experience equestrian trail riding and camping in the Hill country.  Explore 40 
miles of trails and various styles of camping including 6 primitive sites. (This one 
is a personal favorite!) 

3. Lake Somerville State Park: Take about a 2 hour drive out to Ledbetter, east 
of Austin, and travel down the 13 miles of trails.  Then campout with your 
horses for a memorable trip. 

4. Pedernales Falls State Park: Travel north to Johnson City and journey down 
a rugged 10 mile trail over the hillside.  This is for more experienced riders as 
the trail is rocky & has steep slopes.  Horses should have shoes.  There is a new 
group equestrian camp available for overnight stays.  

5. Sea Rim State Park: A longer winter drive of about 4.5 hours will take you to 
Sabine Pass, just east of Galveston.  There you can experience 5.2 miles of Gulf 
Coast beachfront trails.  Horses are welcome to visit the park from December 
through February.   

6. Cedar Point Primitive Area: Check out the trail rides at Lake Buchanan on 
400 acres and 3 miles of beautiful shoreline.  

7. Dripping Springs Ranch:  Formerly known as Harrison Ranch Park, this 110 
acre park located in Dripping Springs offers equestrian trails and lots of other 
activities.   

8. Turkey Bend Recreational Area:   Located on Lake Travis, this 400 acre 
area has great views of the lake.  From the shore you can view picturesque cliffs 
on the other side of the lake.  

9. Shaffer Bend Recreational Area:  Explore 523 acres on the north east side 
of Lake Travis outside of Austin.  The terrain ranges from bottomlands to bluffs 
& hills.  There are primitive campsites available on a first come, first serve basis.  
 

It is important to note that all Texas State Parks and most other parks require the 
equestrian owner to have a completed VS 10-11 Form showing that the horse has been 
tested negative to an official Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) test within the last 12 
months.  This document should be available for inspection by a park ranger in the event it 
is requested.  For questions, contact the specific park directly.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Horse Tip of the Month 2015 SAPC  
Code of 
Conduct 
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President: Gal Shweiki 

Vice President: William “Bill” Askins 

Secretary & Treasurer: Rachel Halliday 

2015  
San Antonio 

Polo Club 
Officers 

 

 


