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AMERICA’S LONGEST CONTINUOUSLY RUNNING POLO CLUB  IN THIS ISSUE 

 

 

On Saturday, June 6th, the San Antonio Polo 
Club will be hosting a benefit polo match 
against the Dallas Polo Club.  The two 
teams will go head to head in an exciting 
polo match to benefit the “Wings Texas” 
organization, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization. The proceeds from ticket sales 
will go to Wings Texas.  “Wings” seeks to 
support women in South & Central Texas 
who have been diagnosed with breast cancer 
and do not have health insurance. “Wings” 
helps to pay for cancer treatments for these 
women because everyone deserves a 
lifetime!  To learn more about the 
organization, you can visit their website at 
www.texaswings.org.  

 
 
 
The San Antonio Polo Club would like to 
invite our members & supporters to a free 
polo exhibition match to those fans who 
did not make it to our Fiesta Kings Cup 
event due to the weather.  On May 10th, 
Mother’s Day, the SAPC will be hosting a 
polo match which will be free to the 
public.  

 

The San Antonio Polo Club is honored join 
together with the Dallas Polo Club in a 
North vs. South match to help raise money 
to support this noble cause!  We encourage 
everyone to come out and tail gate at the 
field and enjoy a fun & exciting day of polo.  
The “gates” will be open at 5:00 PM for 
tailgating with the match starting at 6:00 
PM.  Match location is TBD so check our 
website for a final location.  

Tickets can be purchased for $10 in advance 
or for $20 at the gate.  Please email Lea 
from Wings at Lea@GVTC.com or call 
817-979-0786 or 830-515-9823 for tickets 
or more information.  

 

 

We invite our community out to watch 
some polo and enjoy a beautiful day in the 
park.  There will be refreshments and 
SAPC merchandise available for purchase.  
No tickets needed, just bring your chairs 
and come on out to Olmos Basin Park 
(651 Devine Road) at 2:00 PM.   

  

Fiesta Kings Cup Recap! 
Check out the royalty, polo match and fabulous 
guests from the April “Polo in the Park” event.  

Pages 2-3 

 

“Seed Out” Pakistan Polo Trip 
Find out about the historic polo match 
played at the Lahore Polo Club & the SAPC 
participation!  

Page 5 

“Wings Texas” Benefit Match 

Free Olmos Park Polo Match 



SAN ANTONIO POLO CLUB NEWSLETTER | Issue 6 2

 
1 

 

April 12th marked a grand return of polo 
to the Fiesta event circuit.  The San 
Antonio Polo Club hosted our first Polo 
in the Park event for 2015 aptly called 
the Fiesta Kings Cup.  Fiesta Royalty, 
pro USPA polo players, SAPC 
members, and the community gathered 
at Olmos Basin Park on what turned out 
to be a beautiful Sunday afternoon for a 
fabulous day of polo!   

King Antonio XCI (Mark Johnson 
Jr.) & El Rey Feo LXVII (Jon Gary 
Herrera) opened the match on 
horseback and toasted with the event 
goers. Ladies enjoyed a fun & 
competitive hat contest and the winner 
took home a great prize.  Everyone 
raised their champagne glasses together 
and participated in the traditional half 
time divot stomp. VIP goers were 
treated to a delicious buffet by famed 
Bistro Vatel.  GA attendees tasted 
delicious tri-tip sliders from Chef 
Tyler Horstmann (check out his new 
restaurant, Outlaw Social House).   

King Antonio’s team players wore red 
and were comprised of Ursula Pari, 
Susan Moulton, Ron Panzarini, 
and Kerstie Allen. Rey Feo’s team 
players wore gold and were comprised 

of Kike Garcia, Sheh Bokhari, Gal 
Shweiki, William Askins, and Seth 
Bray.  The two teams went head to 
head in a shortened 2 chucker match.  
The winning team, King Antonio, took 
home the trophy while all players 
enjoyed some swag from Ferrari.  

We would like to give a very special 
thank you to Trinity University’s 
Alpha Chi Lambda & Omega Phi 
chapters as well as Texas State 
University’s Polo team for their 
tireless volunteer efforts!  A big thank 
you goes to our club volunteers and 
committee members for all their help & 
support: Bill Askins, Richard 
Bennett, Susana Baird, Peter 
Banus, Kay Banus, Maren Banus, 
Kahlyne Fletcher, Tomas Garcia, 
Rachel Halliday, Justin Halliday, 
Holly Lane, Diane Mathews, Don 
Morley, Ursula Pari, Gal Shweiki, 
and Carl Young. Without our great & 
dedicated volunteers we would not be 
able to continue to put on these 
wonderful events! 

Our live auction items were fabulous 
and we would like to thank Zinc 
Bistro & Bar, Richard & Leslie 
Bennett, and Tejas Rodeo for their 

amazing donations!  They have helped 
to raise money for our non-profit polo 
efforts.  

Thank you to everyone who braved the 
weather and joined us for a wonderful 
day of polo in the park! Check out our 
website for more pictures-  
www.sanantoniopoloclub.org.  
 
A special thank you to our VIP table 
sponsors including Jo-Anne Boone, 
Tomas Garcia, Jason Gillman, Dr. 
Erica Gonzalez, Anne Griffith-
Ash, Lori Hagee, Lucille Hooker, 
Hannah Menger, Susan Moulton, 
Bob Nami, Gal Shweiki, KSAT 12, 
Lisa Watel, and Alice Welder. 
 
We are very grateful to our event 
sponsors including Alamo Beer, 
Trapiche, Ferrari, Shweiki Media, 
Zinc Bistro & Bar, Bistro Vatel, 
Acadian Ambulance, Subway, 
Tejas Rodeo, KSAT 12, Texas 
Wildlife & Fisheries, San Antonio 
Parks & Rec, and Covington 
Brewery. 

 

    

 

  

A Look Back at Fiesta Kings Cup 2015 
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A Look Back at Fiesta Kings Cup 2015 Cont. 
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SAPC Membership  

 

 

 

 

The San Antonio Polo Club is considered 
by many to be the oldest continuously 
running polo club in the United States, 
with uninterrupted membership and 
participation in the USPA.  We have a lot 
of exciting events and volunteer efforts 
that are available for you to participate in.  
We also offer polo lessons & horse 
boarding at low or no charge as well as 
games & fundraisers for other non-profits.    

As the SAPC is a non-profit club, 
we want to give back to the city of 
San Antonio by promoting the sport of 
polo, providing disadvantaged local 
children with the opportunity to ride 
horses & learn polo AND have a whole lot 
of fun doing it!  

Members can take advantage of the club 
property, which includes a stocked 
lake for catch & release fishing, riding 
trails, lighted arena, and polo fields! You 
will also receive exclusive invitations to 
SAPC events and advanced notice of 
social functions & matches. Members also 
receive discounted rates for lessons, 
board, rentals, and lots more! 

Be sure to join and “LIKE” the 
San Antonio Polo Club on Facebook for 
up to date information on our many 
activities. You can also share 
your pictures with the club on Facebook 
and they may be featured in our 
monthly newsletter.  

If you would like to become a 2015 
member, please visit the San Antonio 
Polo Club website for membership and 
liability waiver forms by going to 
www.sanantoniopoloclub.org under 
the “Membership” section.  

Have you joined the United States 
Polo Association yet? If not, you 
should consider doing so. All playing 
members must join as a pre-requisite for 
any match play. Social members 
are encouraged to join as well. Please 
visit the official USPA website for more 
information at www.uspolo.org.   

The San Antonio Polo Club is offering 
reasonable horse boarding for your 
pony/ponies!  If you are looking for a 
safe, shady and beautiful location to board 
your horse, we have the spot for you.  

Don’t have a horse? The SAPC can help 
with that too.  We offer full monthly 
leases of polo ponies as well as leases by 
chucker for practices and games.  

The SAPC also offers affordable riding & 
polo lessons for kids and adults.  There 
are group lessons offered by request on 
Saturdays that are shepherded by veteran 
players.  Private lessons are offered upon 
request for riding and/or polo. Sign up 
now and be a part of the growing number 
of polo players in San Antonio!  All lesson 
prices include horse & tack.   

 

For a full pricing list of member and non-
member rates, please visit our website 
www.sanantoniopoloclub.org under 
the “Membership” section. 

2015 Member Pricing 

Horse Boarding $400 per month 

Full Horse Lease $550 per month 

Horse Rental $100 per hour 
$50 per chucker 

Single Group Lesson $60 per hour 

Set of 10 Group Lessons $500 

Private Lesson $125 per hour 

Set of 10 Private Lessons $1,000 

 

 

 

Polo Lessons & Horse Boarding 

If you would like to receive more 
information on availability for horse 
boarding, horse leases, and riding or 
polo lessons please contact Ursula 
Pari at (210) 310-9866.  

Want to become an SAPC member yet? Contact our membership director, Rachel Halliday at (210)319-8726 or 
SAPoloInfo@gmail.com for more information or a membership form. The annual fees to join the San Antonio Polo Club are as 
follows: 

General Membership* $150.00 
Social Membership $75.00 

 
*Note that if you would like to play or ride at the SAPC you will need to be a general member.  
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An SAPC delegation of polo players 
traveled to Lahore, Pakistan from 
March 13th through March 22nd to take 
part in a historic and philanthropic polo 
match.  Sheh Bokhari, Ursula Pari, 
Gal Shweiki, Don Morley, Susana 
Baird, and Bill Askins were treated 
like royalty during their visit abroad.  
The team competed against the Lahore 
Polo Club, where members competed 
with some of the best players in the 
Asian country where polo was perfected 
centuries ago.   

The San Antonio team was the first 
foreign sporting team to compete in 
that country since 2009, and the first 
US team of any sort to play since 1993.  
A standing room only crowd of more 
than 1,000 spectators and celebrities 
attended with country wide media 
coverage of the event.  Proceeds raised 
from the exhibition went to Seed Out.  
Seed Out (www.seedout.org) is a new 
self-perpetuating, non-profit, 
crowdfunding organization dedicated to 
the alleviation of poverty in Pakistan 
and the promotion of the education of 
underprivileged children.  This 
“friendship” competition was greeted 
warmly in Pakistan, and it is hoped will 
be the first of many to follow annually 
at the prestigious Lahore Polo Club and 
in San Antonio as well.   

The San Antonio team was hosted by 
the family of one of our own members, 
Sheh Bokhari.  The Bokhari family 
has been a major figure in Pakistan for 
centuries, founding the village of Shah 
Jewana over 600 years ago.  The team 
was able to visit with the local villagers, 
which was an awesome & unique 
experience.   

Team members were sought after 
during the entire 10 day visit by media 
outlets, including the Pakistani 
equivalent of Meet the Press, Oprah, 
and Hello Magazine.  The final game 
featured more than 30 news crews, 

vying for interviews and photos of the 
“unique” American team from San 
Antonio, USA.  We were proud to 
represent our country, to learn more 
about theirs, and we hope to do it again. 

During the Seed Out tournament, the 
Lahore Polo Club came away with the 
win against the San Antonio Polo Club.  
The trip was an overall success and the 
team returned home safely with lots of 
pictures and stories to tell! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pakistan’s Seed Out Polo Match 
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Dear San Antonio Polo Club players,  
 
I would like to take a moment to introduce myself and thank you for being a member in 2015.   My name is Gal Shweiki and I 
am the President of the San Antonio Polo Club.  I am honored to lead this club throughout the year and do all that I can to 
continue to push our club’s mission forward.  
 
The mission of the San Antonio Polo Club is and will always be to enrich the community by making the exciting sport of polo 
available for everyone.  This means that we will continue our volunteer efforts by giving our time & compassion to the Roy 
Maas foster children and other under privileged youth who want to learn the sport of kings.  These children use polo to build 
their own self-confidence as well as grow trust and a love for horses.  Our mission also means that the club will continue to 
push to make polo available & popular in the Alamo city by offering at least two major fundraising events each year.  The first of 
this year was the Fiesta Kings Cup on April 12th at Olmos Park.  We will also offer a free game on May 10th for all of our fans 
who didn’t get out for the Fiesta Event.  Our Wings Benefit game featuring the North vs. South with the Dallas Polo Club 
should be a slug fest on June 6th.  We also are working on a new location for polo in the city…. Look for more details to come.  
We have some exciting things planned and hope to see all of our members at the events showing your support for the sport of 
polo! 
 
As we rebuild the club we have established five core-values that I would like to impress upon the membership.  
 

1. Observe the tenants of good sportsmanship both on and off the field 
2. Share the spirit of giving 
3. Have fun and include family  
4. Show teamwork and respect for members & horses 
5. Embrace fair play and safety 

 
By following these values, we hope for all members to have a fun, safe, and enlightening time when participating in club 
activities.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Gal Shweiki 
President, San Antonio Polo Club  

A Letter from the President 
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The SAPC is selling some wonderful 
merchandise.  Support the club in style!  
To purchase these items, visit our 
online store found at 
www.sanantoniopoloclub.org.  
Merchandise will also be available at our 
events or over the phone by contacting 
Ursula Pari at (210)-310-9866.   

 

 

 

2015 PRICING 

Acrylic Champagne Glasses  $10 each 

Baseball Hat with logo $20 each 

White T-Shirt with logo $20 each 

Koosies $5 each 

Red pique knit polo shirt with 
logo 

$45 each 

Lightweight polo jerseys (M & L) $95 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

San Antonio Polo Club Merchandise 
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The Trinity University Marketing 
School has joined together with the San 
Antonio Polo Club for their final class 
project of the semester.  TU students 
have been tasked with creating markets 
plans for our club including the 
execution of these plans.  The students 
have been broken down into small 
teams and each will have their own 
marketing pitch.  

So far Ursula Pari & Maren Banus 
have visited the class and heard 8 
champagne pitches by various talented 
communications teams.  They will focus 
on one to take our message forward in a 
sharp and professional manner.  

Many thanks to Maren Banus & 
Professor Henderson for seeing this 
project through to the end.  We will 
share more details on the chosen 
marketing champagne in future issues!  

 

 

 

 

 

Is your horse getting the proper nutrition that it needs to live a healthy and 
happy life?  Check out these 10 nutritional tips for your fur baby. 

1. Base your Horse’s Diet on Grass & Hay:  A horse’s digestive system is made to 
process large quantities of grass, which is high in fiber and water. The basic diet for 
most horses should consist of grass and good-quality hay that’s free of dust and mold.  

2. Feed Several Small Meals a Day: Because horses’ stomachs were developed for 
grazing, horses function better with a feeding plan based on “little and often.” 
Experts recommend that horses should eat several small meals—at least two, 
preferably three or more—in the course of a day.  

3. No Grain, No Gain: Most horses, even fairly active ones, don’t need the extra 
calories found in grain. Excess grains can lead to muscle, bone and joint problems in 
young and adult horses. Unless directed otherwise by your veterinarian, it’s best to 
feed low-energy diets high in grass and hay.  

4. Be Aware of Individual Needs:  Feed according to the individuality of the horse, 
including condition and activity level. Some horses have difficulty keeping on weight, 
and need more feed per unit of body weight. However, most horses should eat 
between 2 percent to 4 percent of their body weight daily in pounds of hay or other 
feeds.   

5. Water Works:  Plenty of fresh, clean, unfrozen water should be available most 
times, even if the horse only drinks once or twice a day. Contrary to instinct, horses 
that are hot from strenuous exercise should not have free access to water. Rather, 
they should be allowed only a few sips every three to five minutes until they have 
adequately cooled down.   

6. Provide a Supplementary Salt Block:  Because most diets do not contain 
mineral levels high enough for optimal health and performance, horses should have 
free access to a trace mineral and salt block. This will provide your horse with 
adequate levels of salt to stabilize pH and electrolyte levels, as well as adequate levels 
of trace minerals.  

7. Take it Slow:  Any changes in the diet should be made gradually to avoid colic and 
laminitis, either of which can be catastrophic. Overfeeding and rapid rates of intake 
are potential problems. A horse or pony that breaks into the grain bin, or is allowed 
to gorge on green pasture for the first time since autumn, can be headed for a health 
disaster.   

8. Dental Care & Your Horse’s Diet:  Horses need their teeth to grind grass and 
hay, so it is important to keep teeth in good condition. At the age of five years, 
horses should begin annual dental checkups by a veterinarian to see if their teeth need 
floating.  

9. Exercise Caution:  Stabled horses need exercise. Horses will eat better, digest 
food better and be less likely to colic if they get proper exercise. Horses should finish 
eating at least an hour before hard work. Do not feed grain to tired or hot horses 
until they are cooled and rested, preferably one or two hours after activity.  

10. Don’t Leave Home Without It:  Because abrupt dietary change can have 
devastating results on a horse’s sensitive system, you should always bring your 
horse’s food with you when you travel.  
 

 

Horse Tip of the Month Trinity 
University 
Marketing 
Campaign 
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2015  
San Antonio Polo 

Members 
Bill Askins 

Susana Baird 
Kay Banus 

Maren Banus 
Peter Banus 

Richard Bennett 
Patty Bethel 

Shehryar Bokhari 
Adelle Brown	
David Dilling 

Cameryn Ennis 
Daniel Escobedo 
Jim Ferguson IV 

Joseph Fitzsimons 
Kahlyne Fletcher 

Kike Garcia 
Tomas Garcia 
Gale Gregory	

Reagan Gregory	
Cody Goetz 

Rachel Halliday 
Holly Lane 

Liza Lanzetta 
Ursula Lipari 

Patrick MacCleod 
Farooq Malik 

Diane Mathews 
Dr. Michael Martin 
Gordon McDougal 

Don Morley 
Susan Moulton 

Noreen Murphy 
Gal Shweiki 

Armando Soto III 
Carl Young 

 

2015  
San Antonio Polo 

Club Officers 
President: Gal Shweiki 

Vice President: Bill Askins 

Secretary & Treasurer: Rachel Halliday 

Our Mission 
Our mission at the San Antonio Polo Club, a 
501(c)3, is to bring polo back to the greater 
San Antonio area by promoting the public 
education, awareness, and appreciation for 
the sport of polo and to provide 
opportunities for underprivileged children 
to learn horsemanship and develop skills to 
play polo and build their self-confidence. 


