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AMERICA’S LONGEST CONTINUOUSLY RUNNING POLO CLUB  IN THIS ISSUE 

 

 

On Saturday, November 7th, the San 
Antonio Polo Club will be hosting the Dallas 
Polo club for our second major event of the 
year!  Join us for another fabulous Polo in the 
Park event at Olmos Basin Park from Noon to 
4PM.  This year’s fall event will be a USPA 
sanctioned match, the Southwest Circuit 
Centennial Cup! 

Part of the proceeds from this match will 
benefit the Wing breast cancer support group 
which helps uninsured break cancer patients 
with the funds they need for treatment 
(www.texaswings.org). Those supporters 
who bought tickets to our June match, but 
were unable to attend due to the catastrophic 
and historic flooding in Bulverde, are invited 
to join us November 7th at no charge.  In fact, 
the San Antonio Polo club is so appreciative of 
your support, it will honor your ticket, and 
you are invited to bring a guest for free.  

A portion of the proceeds will also benefit the 
Texas State University Polo Team.  These 
intercollegiate players have been fantastic 
volunteers at our events and assist us with 
grooming as well as field setup.  We are 
thrilled to once again help them pay entry fees 
& expenses for their upcoming tournaments.  

 

 

 

General Admission (GA) tickets can be 
purchased for $10 in advance or $20 at the 
door, $5 for kids age 12 and under (age 3 and 
under are free).   No outside ice chests 
allowed, however, food and drinks will be 
available for purchase.  Don’t forget to bring 
your chairs!   

Individual VIP tickets can be purchased for 
$150.  A full table of 8 people will be sold at 
the discounted rate of $1,000.  The VIP 
section will feature private tents with seating 
for 8 and include delicious food and drinks as 
well as the best view in the house.  VIP tables 
will be set up in the order in which they were 
purchased so don’t delay and claim your 
prime real estate now! 

As always, there will be a traditional half time 
champagne divot stomp and fancy hat contest.  
Ladies wear your big hats and compete for a 
prize! Live auction items will also be available 
for your bidding pleasure.  

GA & VIP tickets are now available for 
purchase via PayPal on our website 
(www.sanantoniopoloclub.org).  For more 
information or to purchase tickets by phone, 
please call Rachel Halliday at (210) 319-
8726.  

 

 

Circuit Arena Masters Cup Recap 
Check out the USPA arena tournament held at 
the County Line Polo Club in August  
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Sunday Scrimmages as the SAPC 
Join us on Sunday’s for practice scrimmages 
at the SAPC club in Bulverde! 
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The Centennial Cup at Olmos Park! 
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On August 22nd, the San Antonio Polo Club played the County Line Polo Club in an arena polo tournament in Kyle, Texas.  After a hard 
fought battle, the USPA Circuit Arena Masters Cup was eventually won by the County Line team.  Players from the San Antonio Polo Club 
including Ursula Pari, Gal Shweiki, and Andrew Richardson made a valiant effort against the County Line team.  Despite the dust flying and 
hot weather, the teams both had a great day competing.  Congratulations to the County Line Polo team! 

  
   

Circuit Arena Masters Cup 
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SAPC Membership  

 

 

 

 

The San Antonio Polo Club is considered 
by many to be the oldest continuously 
running polo club in the United States, 
with uninterrupted membership and 
participation in the USPA.  We have a lot 
of exciting events and volunteer efforts 
available for you to participate in.  We 
also offer polo lessons & horse boarding at 
low or no charge as well as games & 
fundraisers for other non-profits.    

Since the SAPC is a non-profit club, 
we want to give back to the city of 
San Antonio by promoting the sport of 
polo, providing disadvantaged local 
children with the opportunity to ride 

horses & learn polo AND have a whole lot 
of fun doing it!  

Members can take advantage of the club 
property, which includes a stocked 
lake for catch & release fishing, riding 
trails, swimming pool, lighted arena, and 
polo fields! You will also receive 
exclusive invitations to SAPC events and 
advanced notice of social functions & 
matches. 

Be sure to join and “LIKE” the 
San Antonio Polo Club on Facebook for 
up to date information on our many 
activities. You can also share 
your pictures with the club on Facebook 

and they may be featured in our 
monthly newsletter.  

If you would like to become a 2015 
member, please visit the San Antonio 
Polo Club website for membership and 
liability waiver forms by going to the 
“Membership” section of our website:  
www.sanantoniopoloclub.org  

Have you joined the United States 
Polo Association yet? If not, you 
should consider doing so. All playing 
members must join as a pre-requisite for 
any match play. Social members 
are encouraged to join as well. Please 
visit the official USPA website for more 
information at www.uspolo.org.   

 

The San Antonio Polo Club is offering 
reasonable horse boarding for your 
pony/ponies!  If you are looking for a 
safe, shady and beautiful location to board 
your horse, we have the spot for you.  

Don’t have a horse? The SAPC can help 
with that too.  We offer affordable riding 
& polo lessons for kids and adults.  There 
are group lessons offered on Sundays that 
are shepherded by veteran players.  
Private lessons are offered upon request 
for riding and/or polo. We also offer 
horse rentals for match play and 
scrimmages. Sign up now and be a part of 
the growing number of polo players in 
San Antonio!  All lesson prices include 
horse & tack.    

 

2015 Pricing 

Horse Boarding $400 per month 

Horse Rental $100 per hour 
$50 per chucker 

Single Group Lesson $60 per hour 

Set of 10 Group Lessons $500 

Private Lesson $120 per hour 

Set of 10 Private Lessons $1,000 

 

 

 

     

Polo Lessons & Horse Boarding 

If you would like to receive more 
information on availability for horse 
boarding, horse rentals, or lessons 
please contact Ursula Pari at (210) 
310-9866.  

Want to become an SAPC member yet? Contact our membership director, Rachel Halliday at (210)319-8726 or 
SAPoloInfo@gmail.com for more information or a membership form. The annual fees to join the San Antonio Polo Club are as 
follows: 

General Membership* $150.00 
Social Membership $75.00 

 
*Note that if you would like to play or ride at the SAPC you will need to be a general member.  
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The San Antonio Polo Club has been 
holding regular scrimmage practice 
matches on Sunday mornings 
throughout the summer months.  We 
are holding these matches early in the 
morning to beat the heat and make for 
comfortable conditions for both horse 
and rider.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be pushing back our start time 
on Sundays as the weather cools of, so 
that Sunday worshippers can attend 
service before their match. 

Players and supporters have had a 
wonderful time over the summer, 
enjoying the pool area and BBQ 
pavilion.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has come 
out to play and watch the practices 
games especially our frequent warm 
weather warriors: Mark Ackerman, 
Bill Askins, Susana Baird, Fidel 
Huerta, Nikki Mathis, Ursula Pari, 
Hunter & Shonna Schorre, Gal 
Shweiki, Armando Soto, and Holly 
Coyle.   

We invite you to join us for some great 
polo and comradery on Sundays! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAPC Sunday Scrimmages 
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The SAPC is selling some wonderful 
merchandise.  Support the club in style!  
To purchase these items, please visit our 
online store by visiting our website:  
www.sanantoniopoloclub.org.  
Merchandise will also be available at our 
events or over the phone by contacting 
Ursula Pari at (210)-310-9866.   

 

 

 

2015 PRICING 

Acrylic Champagne Glasses  $10 each 

Baseball Hat with logo $20 each 

White T-Shirt with logo $20 each 

Koosies $5 each 

Red pique knit polo shirt with 
logo 

$45 each 

Lightweight polo jerseys (M & L) $95 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

San Antonio Polo Club Merchandise 
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We would like to take a moment to ask 
everyone to send good wishes to our 
club President, Gal Shweiki, who 
suffered serious injury in the Teddy 
Roosevelt Polo Tournament in 
Houston.   

His Army team was defending its lead 
when Gal’s horse collided with a goal 
post.  The horse was fine, but Gal 
suffered numerous injuries including 8 
broken ribs and a lacerated lung.  He 
was airlifted to SAMMC and we 
encourage everyone to send him and his 
wife, Bonnie, best wishes.     

Gal is expected to recover, and in fact is 
now saying he just needs a couple of 
months and will be good as new.   

Please send your prayers for a speedy 
recovery!  

 

 

 

 

 

Questions you have always wanted to ask about polo traditions! 

1. Why are they called polo ponies? Originally, no horse higher than 13 hands and 
2 inches was allowed to play in the game of polo.  Today there is no limitation, but 
typically smaller horses, provided they can carry the weight of the rider and are fast, 
are better.  The polo pony must be courageous, intelligent, sensitive, obedient, 
highly trained, and must love the game.  Polo ponies, after some training, soon learn 
to follow the ball for themselves.  

2. Why do the players wear white pants? Like many polo traditions, this one can 
be traced back to India.  Competing in the intense heat, players preferred clothing 
that was light in weight and color.  We all know that jodhpurs, the tailored riding 
britches still worn by some players, took their name from the Indian state of 
Jodhpur.  But how many also realize that Brooks Brothers developed the button 
down collar specifically for polo players (who wanted to keep their collar tabs from 
flapping in their faces)?  Polo has always been fashionable!  

3. What happened to the horses’ manes and tails?  Free flowing manes and tails 
are a danger in polo because they can become entangled with player’s mallets or with 
the reins as the rider tries to control their horse. Manes are shaved and the ponies’ 
tails are wrapped or braided to prevent the hazard.   

4. Can you use the same horse for an entire game?   No. Polo ponies run the 
equivalent of one to two miles during a seven and a half minute chucker, so they 
must be rested frequently.  At the high-goal level, players ideally will have a fresh 
horse every period although many will “double” their best ponies.  Even at this level, 
it’s rare but not unheard of for a pony to be played 3 chuckers in the same game.    

5. Why are there no left handed players?  Lefties were officially banned from 
polo in the mid 1930’s for safety reasons.  The restriction was relaxed after WWII 
when polo players of any persuasion were a scare bunch.  The USPA reinstalled the 
lefty ban again in 1974 and it has stuck.  To understand why, consider that you are 
driving happily down the road, when all of a sudden coming straight at you, is a 
crazed Englishman driving on the left side of the road.  The panic you would feel in 
that situation is just what a right-handed polo player feels when he and a lefty 
approach the ball from opposite directions!  

6. What do they call the opening play in polo?  In hockey, it’s a face-off, in 
basketball it’s a tip-in, but in polo its called the throw-in.  The umpire tosses the ball 
in between the two teams as they line up parallel to one another.  In earlier days, the 
custom was to place the ball in the middle of the field and have 2 opposing players 
charge it from opposite directions.  This practice was eventually discontinued, 
probably because of incidents like the one that occurred in 1888 at the Myopia Polo 
Club in Massachusetts.  Living up to the club’s name, the riders charged myopically 
at the ball and collided head-on, knocking one of them out cold! 

7. What are all the people doing out on the field at halftime?  It’s customary 
at polo matches to invite the spectators onto the field at halftime to stomp in the 
divots kicked up by the horses.  The custom has a practical as well as a public-
relations value: the field is repaired for the teams by the time they begin the second 
half of play.  It’s not clear who was the first enterprising club manager to realize he 
had an abundant and cheap grounds-keeping crew at his disposal, but old-timers will 
tell you the job used to be done by hired help.  In the 1920s, laborers at the polo 
clubs tapped in the divots after every period with a tool resembling an oversized 
croquet mallet.  Between games, wives of the polo grooms, many of whom were 
immigrants, could be found on hands and knees cutting dandelions and other weeds 
from the field. 

Horse Tip of the Month Get Well, Gal! 
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2015  
San Antonio Polo 

Club Officers 

2015  
San Antonio Polo 

Members 
President: Gal Shweiki 

Vice President: Bill Askins 

Secretary/Treasurer: Rachel Halliday 

Our Mission 

Mark Ackerman 
Bill Askins 

Susana Baird 
Kay Banus 

Maren Banus 
Peter Banus 

Richard Bennett 
Patty Bethel 

Shehryar Bokhari 
Adelle Brown	
Holly Coyle 

David Dilling 
Cameryn Ennis 

Daniel Escobedo 
Jim Ferguson IV 

Joseph Fitzsimons 
Kahlyne Fletcher 

Kike Garcia 
Tomas Garcia 
Gale Gregory	

Reagan Gregory	
Cody Goetz 

Rachel Halliday 
Fidel Huerta  
Holly Lane 

Liza Lanzetta 
Ursula Lipari 

Patrick MacCleod 
Farooq Malik 

Diane Mathews 
Dr. Michael Martin 
Gordon McDougal 

Don Morley 
Susan Moulton 

Noreen Murphy 
Gal Shweiki 

Armando Soto III 
Carl Young 

Our mission at the San Antonio Polo Club, a 
501(c)3, is to bring polo back to the greater 
San Antonio area by promoting the public 
education, awareness, and appreciation for 
the sport of polo and to provide 
opportunities for underprivileged children 
to learn horsemanship and develop skills to 
play polo and build their self-confidence. 


